
Today I wanted to share with you an article 
written by my uncle, Joe Chesser, who 
preaches for the church in Fruitland, Missouri 
(near Jackson). I found it both encouraging 
and challenging. I think you will too. 

      MS 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Early one morning Jesus was standing near 
the lake shore and people were crowding 
around him.  He saw a couple of boats 
where the fishermen were cleaning their 
nets after having fished all night.  He got 
into the boat belonging to Peter, sat down 
and began teaching the people.  Nothing 
startling about this, but just now the story 
really gets interesting.  Jesus told Peter to 
go out into the deep water and let down his 
nets.  Why should he do that?  He’d been 
fishing all night and he and his professional 
fishing partners hadn’t caught a thing.  Be-
sides, their nets had already been 
cleaned.  They were tired and sleepy.  Peter 
might have thought, “Jesus is a good teach-
er and may even know a thing or two about 
carpentry, but what does he know about 
fishing, and why now?”  

Yet, to Peter’s credit, he said, “But because 
you say so, I will let down my nets.”  Be-
cause Peter chose to listen to Jesus when all 
sound reasoning indicated otherwise, the 
nets became so full of fish they began to 
break.  He had to signal to his partners to 
come and help, and even then there were 
so many fish that the boats began to sink 
(Luke 5). Maybe Jesus did know something 

about fishing after all. Or, more likely, Peter 
knew something about listening to Jesus 
even when it made no earthly sense! 

Human reasoning often gets in the way of 
listening to Jesus.  For some reason we 
think that everything that Jesus tells us to 
do must make sense to us.  We think that 
everything has to be logical and explaina-
ble, that we have to see the conclusion be-
fore we will begin.  But we’ll never have a 
catch of fish so large that our boats begin to 
sink with that kind of thinking! 

 God is not calling us to be mediocre.  He is 
not calling us to be passive.  He is not call-
ing us to take the logical path.  He is not 
calling us to play games or have social 
clubs.  He’s calling us to be people of faith, 
people who will take him at his word.  God 
is calling us to be bold, to stand apart from 
the rest of the world, to be men and wom-
en who truly will listen to Jesus even if no 
one else is!  It takes this kind of a person to 
die to himself.  It takes this kind of a person 
to seek the kingdom of God first.  It takes 
this kind of person to let the Spirit of God 
transform him into the likeness of God.  It 
takes this kind of person to truly believe 
that the gospel can be taken to the whole 
world simply because that is what Jesus 
called us to do! 

Like Peter, Jesus is calling you and me to go 
out into the deep water and let down our 
nets.  What evidence do we have that we 
are listening to Jesus? 

Listening to Jesus 


